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1. To help open the door of communication, know the legislator outside of the state house. Earlier contact is better than later contact.

2. Don’t assume the legislator knows what you are talking about. Legislators face a steep learning curve. Start at middle ground. Don’t use acronyms or jargon. Don’t assume the legislator knows the LD number of the bill you are interested in talking about.

3.  Credibility is essential. If you are not sure, tell the legislator that. If you promise information, make sure to follow up or you will be identified as not reliable.

4. Don’t go it alone. Build coalitions and partnerships. Have friends with you.

5. Don’t go away. Stay with the committee. Talk with legislators. Be there at the end as well as the beginning. Stay with it year to year, too.

6. Make it personal. Make it local. Information is important, but communicate what the situation is doing to you. If the bill passes, what will it look like? Why is it important to you,  personally, or to a community?
7. Never take it personally. Let it go every day. The legislator who says no to you today will support you the next time.

8. Know all the angles. Do your homework. What are the pitfalls? Who won’t like it? Talk to legislators to find out why they taking the position they are taking. Maybe find common ground; know what they’ll say.
9. Set priorities. Be pragmatic. Know what your bottom line is. If a legislator asks you to prioritize, have your answer ready.

10. Don’t just talk. Ask questions. Some legislators are quiet – you want to make sure you know what direction s/he is going in.

11. Always say thank you. Being a legislator is not an easy job. There is not much compensation. We are all in this together. Say it multiple times, not just in person. Send a letter or email, too.
