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TESTIMONY OF THE MAINE ASSOCIATION OF PLANNERS
TO THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
 IN FAVOR OF LD 1592
“An Act To Update the Laws Affecting the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention”  
DATE OF HEARING: February 3, 2010 
Honorable Senator Joseph Brannigan, Representative Anne Perry, Distinguished Members of the Health and Human Services Committee:

This written testimony is provided on behalf of the Maine Association of Planners in support of certain provisions of LD 1592. The Maine Association of Planners, or MAP, is an organization of over 130 members, including public, private, and nonprofit professional planners, citizen volunteers serving on local boards, and Mainers from many other professionals such as landscape architects, attorneys, professors, and developers. Though we work in diverse settings, we are all dedicated to enhancing the practice of planning in Maine. Land use planning is the core function of most of our members.

LD 1592 proposes to increase plumbing permit fees for nonengineered subsurface wastewater disposal systems and includes a $15 surcharge for the Water Quality Improvement Fund established under Title 38, section 424-B. 

One of Maine’s greatest assets is its abundant supply of clean surface waters and aquifers. Accommodating development without damaging this resource is essential to our future. Since much of the development here in Maine occurs outside of areas served by public sewer systems, ensuring new or replacement on-site subsurface systems are designed and installed correctly is critical to long-term protection of our water resources.

It has been many years since these fees were established, and the cost and complexity of today’s sub-surface systems has increased significantly during that time. The additional funds will help ensure that local plumbing inspectors are qualified and well-trained to adequately inspect and enforce the rules of subsurface wastewater disposal. 

In addition, many municipalities rely on state assistance for addressing sewer and septic system failures, and the Water Quality Improvement Fund was established, in part, to provide this needed support. It is necessary and appropriate that this effort to help protect and preserve the state’s water resources be funded with fees associated with development that could impact these natural resources over the long term.
Thank you for considering our concerns.

