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TESTIMONY OF THE MAINE ASSOCIATION OF PLANNERS
TO THE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
SPEAKING NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST LD 1569
“An Act To Clarify the Informed Growth Act”  
DATE OF HEARING: January 20, 2010 
Honorable Senator Deborah L. Simpson, Representative Stephen R. Beaudette, Distinguished Members of the State and Local Government Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Della Valle, AICP. I am here on behalf of the Maine Association of Planners to testify neither for nor against LD 1569. The Maine Association of Planners, or MAP, is an organization of over 130 members, including public, private, and nonprofit professional planners, citizen volunteers serving on local boards, and Mainers from many other professionals such as landscape architects, attorneys, professors, and developers. Though we work in diverse settings, we are all dedicated to enhancing the practice of planning in Maine. Land use planning is the core function of most of our members.

LD 1569 proposes to modify the Informed Growth Act to clarify that it applies only to permits or approvals for new construction, not change of use. The Informed Growth Act, adopted by the 123rd Legislature, requires performance of a Comprehensive Economic Impact Study prior to any “large-scale retail development” being issued a land use permit. MAP is speaking neither for nor against this legislation.
We agree that reuse of a large existing structure in a community is desirable; however, we believe that the location and previous use of the structure is important to whether the reuse should be exempt under the Informed Growth Act. If the building is located in a downtown or retail district designated in a community’s comprehensive plan and land use ordinances, we agree that a change of use should not trigger the requirement to prepare a comprehensive economic impact study, particularly if the previous use was retail. However, if the previous use of the building was not retail and it is located outside of a downtown or designated retail district, we are not convinced that the reuse should be exempt from the requirement to prepare and submit the study. A large scale retail use in an inappropriate location has the potential to undermine existing downtown and retail locations and warrants an assessment of its impacts in response to the intended purpose of the Act. 

MAP thanks Representative Beaudette for his ongoing efforts to fine-tune the Informed Growth Act. Our membership continues to offer its assistance in clarifying elements of the Statute, as well as its experience in managing development review at various levels of government, and in working with the development community. We look forward to further discussion with the Committee in work session on the bill. 

Thank you for considering our concern.
