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Come One! Come All!
2011 Annual MAP General Membership Meeting

The general membership meeting is scheduled for Friday, Janu-
ary 21, 2011 in Augusta. All of you who are members of MAP

are invited to participate in the meeting and share in the discus- =%
sion of possible bills to follow for this legislative session. The list
of bills that might be relevant to the membership will be sent -

out prior to the meeting for your review. Please come prepared

to choose which bills the Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) should work on for
this coming year. This promises to be a very interesting session and MAP should
be prepared to provide feedback to the legislators on our most important priori-
ties.

The Board of Directors will meet earlier that same day in Augusta prior to the
general membership meeting. The agenda for both meetings will be provided as
we move closer to the date.

Now is your chance to affect the changes in laws that affect your work. If you are
interested in joining the Legislative Policy Committee (LPC), please contact Carol
Tukey at ctukey@town.harpswell.me.us.

2010/11 MAP Deadlines

(Submission / Publication)

Fall 10
Nov. 19/Dec. 3

Winter ‘11
Feb. 11/Feb. 25

Spring “11
April 22/May 6

M.A.P. September 2010

Rockland Receives Northern New England APA
Planning Award

At the Annual Conference of the Northern New England Chapter of the
American Planning Association held on October 7 and 8, 2010 in Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, the City of Rockland was presented with the Chap-
ter’s coveted 2010 Plan of the Year Award for the 2009 Downtown Revitali-
zation Plan Update. The conference was attended by nearly 300 public,
non-profit and private sector planners.

In making the presentation, Maine Chapter Director Rebeccah Schaffner-
Tousignant, GPCOG, noted that “Rockland’s downtown is a testament to
the strength of its planning and commitment by its community. Fifteen
years ago the city recognized that with its traditional economies on the de-
cline it needed to take action in order to renew the once thriving
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MAP Board
2010-2011

President
Beth Della Valle
bethdellavalle@maine.rr.com

Vice-President
Carol Tukey
ctukey@town.harpswell.me.us

Treasurer
Fred Marshall
fred@plymouthengineering.com

Secretary
Helen Edmonds
hedmonds@pierceatwood.com

Membership Secretary
Bruce Hyman
bhyman@portlandmaine.gov

Newsletter Coordinator

Rebeccah Schaffner-Tousignant

rschaffner@gpcog.org

Board Members:
Judy Colby-George

Hugh Coxe
Judy East
Jamie Francomano
Linda Johns
Anne Krieg
Rod Melanson
Matt Nazar
Collin Therrien

Newsletter Editor:
Dan Goodman
dgoodman@gpcog.org
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Voters Approve Refunding of Land for Maine’s Future

The outcome of the November 2" statewide referendum Question #3 is that Maine
voters overwhelmingly approved (Yes: 59%- No: 41%), a $9.75 million bond issue that
includes important funding for the Land for Maine’s Future Program. The Land for
Maine’s Future Board and its program, which over a period of twenty-three years has
been the State of Maine's primary mechanism for funding acquisition of public lands
and also been at the heart of Maine’s public efforts to conserve the best Maine has to
offer. This award-winning program has protected more than 500,000 acres
(approximately 2/3 in conservation easement and 1/3 fee simple), which include
mountain summits, river shoreline, lakes, ponds, coastal islands, coastal beaches, for-

est, grasslands,
lands, unique natu-
state; 158 miles of
from abandoned
and regional parks
the farmlands of

these special places |-
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ecological vital habitats, wet-
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railroad corridors, five state
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towns and land trusts, LMF has
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“{and welcome access by the

marks the fifth time since 1987

" Ihave approved LMF bond

Scarborough Beach, Scarborough was protected with help from the LMF

MEDIA RELEASE

Contact: Patricia M Sears, Newport City Renaissance Corporation 802 323 1056

NEWPORT, VERMONT MAKES HISTORY ADOPTING FORM BASED CODE INTO ITS

ZONING BY-LAW

6 December 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEWPORT, VERMONT | At the December 6, 2010 Newport City Council meeting, New-
port became the first municipality in the state of Vermont to adopt form based code

into its zoning by-law.

Form based code is graphic form standards that regulate form of building rather than
use of building. It has a positive approach illustrated by its language of ‘build to lines’
rather than ‘set backs’. Form based code defines desired development patterns.
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APA Small town and Rural Division

Hi folks!

| hope you were able to enjoy the holiday season and that your offices wound down a little bit during this time. |
wish | could say that for here!

| wanted to take this moment to put in a plug for an APA division, Small Town and Rural or StaR. | am the Vice
Chair of Conferences and Programs. If you are a member of APA, this is a great division to join to hear from other
planners around the country handling the joys and tribulations of the small town and rural life of a planner. Right
now, | am working on the APA national planning conference in Boston for 2011 and | hope you are all planning on
heading down to it.

Sessions

| had the privilege of helping out with the 1998 APA national conference in Boston and had a lot of fun then, and |
think 2011 will be even better! On the STaR slate for the conference includes a session on Gateway 1. This is a
project | am a big fan of (as they say on Facebook); and it won a MAP award (and yeah, EPA too...) | encourage you
to make time to attend this session. There will also be a mobile workshop up to one of my favorite parts of the
world, also where | began my public sector career, the north shore, up to Ipswich. | am also on a panel session on
tourism with our friends in the Economic Development division and | am having a facilitated workshop with a
friend from lowa on the challenges of wearing the planner hat and the economic development director hat.

Events

It’s not just the sessions for the conference | know we all look forward to but also the events that chapters and
divisions put on for attendees. STaR will be having a dinner on Sunday April 10, 2011 at Brasserie Jo, an easy 2
block walk from the convention center. We also will have our business meeting on Tuesday April 12" for break-
fast. There will be raffles and awards at the business meeting so don’t miss it!

Awards

One of the items on our business meeting is the issuance of awards. Attached please find the awards forms to get
your nomination in for Small Town and Rural Planner, Planning Initiative, Comprehensive Plan/Special Project Plan
and Student Project. The awards committee members are Brian Peters; Lee Nellis; Michael Hershman; Richard
Roedner and |. The deadline is the end of January so hurry! | know there are a lot of great projects, plans and peo-
ple out there that should be recognized!

Humor
In these difficult times many planners are having with the shifting of the political landscape and the fury of budget
tightening, we can all use, | will end my column with my top 10 favorite light bulb jokes (in no particular order):

Q: How many optimists does it take to screw in a light bulb?
A: None, they're convinced that the power will come back on soon.

Q: How many planners does it take to screw in a light bulb?

A: Six - one to write an extensive study recommending an energy-efficient light bulb, one to post the problem to
the list-serve, one to study if the feasibility of a natural light study for the room might be a better alternative,
one to have a visioning session, one to research grant opportunities to hire a specialist, and one to put in a 10
watt bulb instead.
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“Form based code is a three-pronged approach to zoning,” stated Paul Dreher, Newport City Zoning Administrator. “It
benefits the city with increased tax base, business benefits from expedited predictable permitting and it benefits the com-
munity with better public realm.”

Newport accomplished this in only eight months because of partnership. Newport City Renaissance Corporation, a non-
profit organization that acts as a catalyst for community and economic development for downtown Newport, the Newport
City Planning Commission and the Newport City Council worked together bringing resources and commitment to the proc-
ess.

“Adoption of form based code in record time through the hard work of numerous people and really proves that grass roots
efforts pay off,” stated Paul Monette, Newport City Mayor. “This type of zoning greatly improves the ability for the city to
attract development while maintaining our historic downtown. While change does not happen overnight this zoning will
help initiate change and much needed growth.”

“l am elated with the formal passage of the new Forms Based Code by the Newport City Council,” said Monette. “Newport
City is the first in the State of Vermont and one of the few in the country to pass this type of code into its zoning bylaws.”
In 2009, Newport was the first municipality in Vermont to receive the American Institute of Architects (AIA) grant for a Re-
gional/Urban Design Assistance Team (R/UDAT). The team held community meetings and focus groups with community
members and produced a report of recommendations for the City to pursue in planning development and re-development
of its downtown and waterfront on Lake Memphremagog. One of its recommendations was to adopt form based code. If
the downtown buildings fell down under the old zoning by-law it could not be built to replace the fabric of building forms.
Form based code does.

“Form based code is efficient because it takes away the variance process which slows things down when a project is being
developed,” said Patricia M Sears, Executive Director of Newport City Renaissance Corporation. “Form based code allows
for long term vision for the city’s downtown.”

Because form based code promotes mixed use for buildings, with retail on ground floor, offices on second floor and housing
on the top floors, Newport is looking forward to form based code refreshing neighborhoods and promoting entrepreneurs.

“Newport can truly say it is ‘Open for Business’,” declared Charlie Elliott, chairman of Newport City Planning Commission.

REMINDER

The Maine Association of Planners’ Executive Board meets the second
Friday of every month at 10:30 am. Meetings are open to membership. If you
are interested in attending a meeting, please contact a Board member for more
information and any changes to the schedule
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