MAP Legislative Policy Committee’s

General Membership Meeting
January 9, 2009

Attendance
Sara Behr, Stacy Benjamin,  Jay Chase, Beth Della Valle, Chair MAP Legislative Policy Committee, Ruta Dzensis, Helen Edmonds, Carl Eppich, Stacy Haskell, David Hediger,  Sue Inches, Fred Marshall, Noel Musson, Maureen O’Meara, Rebeccah Schaffner, MacGregor Stocco, R. Collin Therrien, Carol Tukey

Background and Logistics
MAP members gathered at the Maine Department of Transportation main headquarters in Augusta to review a short list of bill titles to select a “shorter” list of titles to track and potential engage in discussion about this year. Since cloture was delayed until January 16th this year, the list of 480 bill titles was incomplete.  Three members of the 2008 MAP Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) prepared a “short list” of 91 of the 480 titles, which was shared with the MAP listserve prior to the meeting, to help jumpstart discussion of the general membership that attended the meeting.
Following welcomes, introductions, and a review of the agenda, Beth briefly summarized the “short list” of bill titles and invited members to add other bills they were aware of to the “short list”. The following bills were added to the “short list”:

· Update of Site Law Rules, including a locational aspect to the siting of large scale commercial facilities to provide a link to the Growth Management Act and the addition of greenhouse gas criteria

· Establishing the Quality of Place Council and asset planning
· Bond for Historic Preservation and Downtown Revitalization

· Carry over bill from last session on the Informed Growth Act

· Amendment of wastewater rules

· Citizen Initiatives

· LR  7 An Act To Define Essential Programs and Services 
· Budget bills to address this year’s shortfall and next biennial budget

Following the identification of additional bills, the general membership brainstormed a list of the most important bills to track and potential engage with. In addition to the bills noted above, the list included:

· LR 737 An Act To Repeal the Informed Growth Act 
· LR 169 An Act To Encourage Economic Recovery and Employment Growth to Support Maine’s Working Waterfronts 
· LR 357 An Act To Fund the Maine Downtown Center 
· LR 346 An Act To Promote Economic Development and Reduce Reliance on Automobiles 
· LR  115 An Act To Increase Funds for the Public Utility Commission’s Energy Conservation Programs, LR 121 An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power, LR 184 An Act To Encourage Alternative Energy and Promote Maine Businesses, LR 310 An Act to Protect the Right to Use Solar Energy, LR 579 An Act To Ensure Sustainable Energy for Maine’s Future, LR 587 An Act To Facilitate Wind Power Siting
· LD 11 (LR 238), Resolve, To Encourage the Preservation of Dark Skies
· LR 126/LR 255 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Land for Maine’s Future Board
· LR 650 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Improve State Parks
· LD 10 (LR 129), An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Wastewater Treatment Facilities and Drinking Water Programs
· LR 149 An Act To Encourage the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties
· LR 580 An Act To Fund Affordable Housing and Weatherization
· LD 55 (LR 61) An Act To Prohibit the Commercial Sale of Water by a Water District, LR 189 An Act To Provide for Municipal Oversight and Authority over Large-scale Groundwater Extraction, LR 237 An Act To Clarify Municipality’s to Pass Ordinances That Govern the Extraction of Groundwater, LR 446 An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities and Contracts for Water Extraction and for the Sale of Water , LR 583 An Act Regarding Water Extraction in the State
· LR 14 An Act To Ensure That All Structures Constructed within the Maine Turnpike Authority Corridor Are Consistent with Maine’s Quality of Place
· LR 626 An Act To Provide Sensible Options for TIF Proceeds in Small Towns
· LR 629 An Act To Amend the Law Concerning Adverse Possession
· LR 47 An Act To Allow the Town of Baldwin to be Eligible for Full Pine Tree Development Zone Benefits, LR 561 An Act To Designate Greater Portland as a Pine Tree Development Zone

· LR 152 An Act To Allow Public-private Investment in Transportation Infrastructure
· LR 467 An Act To Change the Classification of Man-made Wetlands
· LR 673 An Act To Require a Regional Review of Projects That Affect Areas Outside of the Area in Which the Project is Proposed
· LR 712 An Act To Repeal the Laws Requiring the Consolidation of School Administrative Districts and Implement the Recommendations of the Brookings Institute
· LR 280 An Act To Provide Equitable Property Tax Relief in Waterfront and Farming Communities
· LR 168 An Act To Exercise the State’s Right under Federal Law to Prohibit Drilling in Maine Coastal Waters
· LR  719 An Act To Identify Water Access Sites and Rights
· LR 215 An Act To Clarify the Limits of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code, LR 706 An Act To Reinstate a Portion of the National Fire Protection Association 211 Codes and Standards on All Real Estate Transactions
· LR 345 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services
· LRD 44 (LR 98) An Act To Require Transmission Lines To Be Placed Underground Near Certain Facilities
· LD 62 (LR 412), An Act To Ensure an Adequate Time Frame within Which To Rebuild a Home
· LR 215 An Act To Clarify the Limits of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code, LR 742 An Act To Reinstate a Portion of the National Fire Protection Association 211 Codes and Standards on All Real Estate Transactions
LD/LR Shortlist Advocacy Discussion
General membership then discussed the brainstormed list as follows.
Site Law Amendments

Several members advocated for following proposed amendments to the Site Location of Development Act and the inclusion of greenhouse gas emission review as part of site law. The LPC should look for other related LDs, such as amendments to MaineDOT’s traffic movement permit rules.

Transit TIF (LR 346)
It was suggested that MAP engage in this to make sure it is not solely focused on large communities. Specifically, applicability to the smaller Gateway 1 communities was mentioned. It was noted that as proposed, this legislation would allow TIF funds to be used for maintenance and/or start up costs.

Offshore drilling, water access/rights, wind and solar siting, and the bond issues were all identified as important by one MAP member. Particularly mentioned were using bond funds for leveraging federal dollars and the importance of sustainability.
Informed Growth Act and dark skies were noted by one member as important planning issues that MAP should follow and weigh in on, even if consensus is not reached on the issue.

Building Codes

SPO expressed concerns about reopening the building code legislation because it was a close vote last year and would like MAP to support the original legislation.

Historic Preservation
One member noted that this is an important issue for MAP to follow and support.

Underground Utilities

It was noted that this legislation is “fraught with problems”.

Pine Tree Zones

One member noted that if greater Portland becomes a Pine Tree Zone, it defeats the purpose of the legislation and we should just make the whole state one big PT zone.

Wind Power Siting

The importance of following this issue was reiterated by other members.

General Membership Voting to Identify Top Bill Titles
Each member in attendance was asked to place up to five “dots” next to the bills s/he believed should be among MAPs priorities for the upcoming year.

The top “dot-getters” follows:

1A. 10 dots -  Update of Site Law Rules
1B. 10 dots – LR 346 An Act To Promote Economic Development and Reduce Reliance on Automobiles
3A. 6 dots - LR  115 An Act To Increase Funds for the Public Utility Commission’s Energy Conservation Programs, LR 121 An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power, LR 184 An Act To Encourage Alternative Energy and Promote Maine Businesses, LR 310 An Act to Protect the Right to Use Solar Energy, LR 579 An Act To Ensure Sustainable Energy for Maine’s Future, LR 587 An Act To Facilitate Wind Power Siting

3B. 6 dots – carry over of Informed Growth Act and LR 737 An Act To Repeal the Informed Growth Act 
5A. 5 dots – LD 11 (LR 238), Resolve, To Encourage the Preservation of Dark Skies
5B. 5 dots – LR 149  An Act To Encourage the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties
7. 4 dots – LR 169 An Act To Encourage Economic Recovery and Employment Growth to Support Maine’s Working Waterfronts
8A. 3 dots – Quality of Place Council/Asset Planning

8B. 3 dots – LR 673  An Act To Require a Regional Review of Projects That Affect Areas Outside of the Area in Which the Project is Proposed
8C. 3 dots – LR 168 An Act To Exercise the State’s Right under Federal Law to Prohibit Drilling in Maine Coastal Waters
8D. 3 dots – LR 215 An Act To Clarify the Limits of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code, LR 742 An Act To Reinstate a Portion of the National Fire Protection Association 211 Codes and Standards on All Real Estate Transactions

12A. 2 dots – LD 10 (LR 129), An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Wastewater Treatment Facilities and Drinking Water Programs
12B. 2 dots – LR 467 An Act To Change the Classification of Man-made Wetlands
12C. 2 dots – LR 126/LR 255 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Land for Maine’s Future Board
Establishment of 2009 MAP LPC and Setting of First Meeting Date and Venue
The following people, either at the General Membership Meeting, or by communication with the Chair, indicated their interest in serving on the 2009 LPC:  Stacy Benjamin, Jen Boothroyd, Beth Della Valle, Chair, Jamie Francomano, Helen Edmonds, Carl Eppich, David Hediger, Fred Marshall, Noel Musson, Matt Nazar, Maureen O’Meara, Rich Roedner, Rebeccah Schaffner, MacGregor Stocco, Greg Tansley, Carol Tukey

 The first regular meeting of the Legislative Policy Committee will be Friday, January 23, 2009 at 10:00 am by conference call. Subsequent meetings will be schedule biweekly on Tuesday mornings. Beth will send an agenda and call-in number to the members of the LPC a few days in advance of the 23rd.

Minutes compiled by Beth Della Valle and Stacy Benjamin

