MAP Legislative Policy Committee’s

General Membership Meeting
January 8, 2010

Attendance
Stacy Benjamin,  Hugh Coxe, Beth Della Valle, Chair MAP Legislative Policy Committee, Judy East, Helen Edmonds, David Hediger,  Liz Hertz, Maureen O’Meara, Rod Melanson, Rich Roedner, MacGregor Stocco, R. Collin Therrien, Carol Tukey

Background and Logistics
MAP members gathered at the Maine Department of Transportation main headquarters in Augusta to review a short list of bill titles to select a “shorter” list of titles to track and potentially engage in discussion about this year. Since this is the second, “short” session of the 124th, the list of 159 bill titles was short to begin with. Three members of the 2009 MAP Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) prepared a “short list” of 35 titles and brief descriptions, which was shared with the MAP listserve prior to the general membership meeting to help jumpstart discussion.
Following welcomes, introductions, and a review of the preliminary legislative priorities that was generated at the June Annual Meeting, Beth briefly summarized the “short list” of bills (including those carried over from last year) and invited members to identify which they considered the most important on the list, as well as others they felt MAP should be interested in. The following bills were identified:

· LR 2424 – funds dedicated to Highway/Bridge Program

· LD 891 – amendment of the Site Law to provide greenhouse gas criteria (carried over from last year) and updated Rules (begun last year)
· LR 2392 – amendment of the Informed Growth Act

· LD 1389 – establishing the Quality of Place Council and asset planning (carried over)
· Review of Growth Management Rules

· LD 1578 – closing a loophole in laws administered by the DEP (carried over)

· LD 1603 – omnibus DEP (carried over)

· LR 2112 – establishment of Watershed Districts

· LR 2421 – redevelopment of the Brunswick Naval Air Station

· LR 2459 – enhance municipal financing of renewable energy for homeowners

· LD 91 – funding for the Maine Downtown Center (carried over)

· LR 2471 – transparency in accounting for impact of tax incentive programs
· LR 2063 – funding updated flood plain mapping

· LR 2279 – funding highway maintenance

Following the identification of the most important bills, Beth reminded everyone of the LPC’s observation that our success in influencing the legislature is generally tied to:
· being able to stay involved with a bill beyond the public hearing to include work sessions and informal connections with legislators on the committee and beyond if a bill advances to the floor, and

· working in collaboration with other organizations and agencies to support MAP’s position on a bill.

Beth noted that collaboration and coalition building was the subject of the Legislative Tutorial that was to immediately follow the General Membership Meeting. Following discussion of the shorter list of bills, Beth asked MAP members to vote for their top three. The following bills reflect members’ legislative priorities for the session: 
· LR 2392 – amendment of the Informed Growth Act

· LD 891 – amendment of the Site Law related to greenhouse gas criteria and updated rules

· Review of Growth Management Rules

· LD 1389 – establishment of the Quality Place Council and funding

Establishment of 2010 MAP LPC and Setting of First Meeting Date and Venue
The following people, either at the General Membership Meeting, or by communication with the Chair, indicated their interest in serving on the 2009 LPC:  Stacy Benjamin, Jen Boothroyd, Beth Della Valle, Chair, Jamie Francomano, David Hediger, Kris Hultgren, Maureen O’Meara, Rich Roedner, Amanda Stearns, and MacGregor Stocco.
The first regular meeting of the Legislative Policy Committee will be Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at noon by conference call. Subsequent meetings will be scheduled biweekly. Beth will send an agenda and call-in number to the members of the LPC prior to the meeting. 
Anyone interested in joining the LPC is encouraged to get in touch with Beth (bethdellavalle@maine.rr.com or 899-3123) or another LPC member.

Minutes compiled by Beth Della Valle
MAP List of Legislative Priorities Generated at June 2009 Annual Meeting


Integrationg of land use, economic development, and transportation


Healthy communities


Regionalization 


(tied with)


Economic Development


Energy


	(tied with)


Site Law





MAP’s 2010 Legislative Priorties


LR 2392 – amendment of the Informed Growth Act


LD 891 – amendment of the Site Law related to greenhouse gas criteria and updated rules


Review of Growth Management Rules


LD 1389 – establishment of the Quality Place Council and funding








