TESTIMONY OF THE MAINE ASSOCIATION OF PLANNERS

TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF LD 460

“Resolve, to Evaluate Climate Change Adaptation Options for the State”

DATE OF HEARING: March 3, 2009
Honorable Senator Goodall, Honorable Representative Duchesne, Distinguished Members of the Natural Resources Committee:

My name is Helen Edmonds.  I am here on behalf of the Maine Association of Planners Legislative Policy Committee to testify in support of LD 460.  The Maine Association of Planners, or MAP, is an organization of over 100 members, including professional public, private, and nonprofit planners, citizen volunteers serving on local boards, and Mainers from other professions such as myself, including attorneys, landscape architects, professors, and developers.  Though our membership works in diverse settings, we are all dedicated to enhancing the practice of planning in Maine.

MAP supports this Resolve.  We agree that Maine as a state should analyze and plan over the long term for the most likely impacts of climate change, to the extent such impacts can be identified at this time.  Adapting our infrastructure, forest management, agricultural, and development practices to potential climate change conditions will significantly impact our landscape, including the built environment and our open spaces.  Most importantly, we strongly support the collaborative and inclusive stakeholder process that would be established by this Resolve.  We are pleased to see in the Resolve that as we consider what adaptations may be appropriate, the Department will seek out the input of a broad spectrum of interest groups, including planners, representatives of business, industry and trade associations, nongovernmental organizations, and other state agencies.  

Section 2 of the Resolve states that the Department should “build upon the 2009 climate impact assessment by the University of Maine in evaluating the options available to Maine people and businesses for adapting to the likely effects of climate change.”  We also encourage this effort, and comment that in building upon the 2009 assessment, the stakeholder group should seek out data and scientific analysis from a variety of academic, private, public and nonprofit sector sources, to the extent additional information is available.  Given the potential environmental as well as economic implications of long term responsive strategies to climate change, it is important that decisions be based on a complete, as well as balanced, understanding of the problems we are seeking to avoid as well as possible solutions.  MAP believes that the balanced composition of the proposed stakeholder group will help to ensure that this is the case.
In summary, MAP supports this Resolve because it presents an opportunity for collaborative, broad-based discussion of potential climate change impacts and adaptations.  This type of discussion, involving interests from many different sectors of our community, is essential to crafting plans that achieve “buy-in” by those who will be called upon to implement them.   MAP would be happy to answer any questions you may have about our testimony and we would also be pleased to participate in the stakeholder group, should the Committee and the Department feel our input would be valuable.  

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
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