2010 MAP Legislative Policy
Mark Your Calendar for January 8, 2010

General Membership Meeting Scheduled for January 8, 2010 - The MAP membership is invited to a meeting on Friday, January 8th at noon in Augusta, immediately following the Board of Directors January meeting (location to be announced).  At the General Membership Meeting, the Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) will review pending bills and present a short-list of bills potentially of most relevance to MAP. Members in attendance will be asked to add to the short list of bills, offer thoughts about bills on the short list, and define MAP’s legislative priorities for 2010. Additional information about the meeting and the short list of bills will be forwarded to the MAP list serve and posted on the web site approximately one week before the General Membership Meeting.
Legislative Priorities – Recognizing that MAP is usually in the position of reacting to legislative proposals and that there are far too many bills of interest to engage on in a typical legislative session, those who attended the June 2009 MAP Annual Meeting, identified legislative priorities in the following order:

· Integration of land use, economic development, and transportation

· Healthy communities

· Regionalization and Economic development (tied)

· Energy and Site Law (tied)

Other areas of interest included quality of place, transportation/transit, climate change, Municipal Investment Trust Fund/community investment strategies, working waterfronts, bonds, the Land Use Regulation Commission, consolidation, and water quality.
Since the close of last year’s session, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has continued working on changes to the Site Law. Dave Hediger has been representing MAP at these meetings. MacGregor Stocco and Helen Edmunds have also attended some of the meetings. At the upcoming MAP’s General Membership Meeting on January 8th, we will discuss DEP’s efforts, how MAP should be involved, and form a group to continue exploring site law rulemaking later in January. In the meantime, Dave encourages fellow MAPers to become more involved and aware of the amendments that are being discussed and start by checking out http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/topic/site_storm_revisions/index.htm.
Legislative Tutorial – To continue encouraging members to participate in the legislative process, the LPC will once again offer a two-hour Legislative Tutorial, immediately following the General Membership Meeting on January 8th. This year’s Tutorial will focus on the nuts and bolts of how a bill becomes law as well as on coalition building and collaboration in the legislative process. The LPC believes that by increasing understanding about the legislative and LPC processes, more members will participate in the process, increasing the visibility and effectiveness of the Association. Stay tuned for more details on the Tutorial through the MAP list serve and web site.
Legislative Handbook – The 2010 Legislative Handbook is intended to demystify the operation of the LPC, including a summary of how the LPC process generally works, how to track bills on the State Legislative Web Page, and how to prepare and deliver testimony. Each member of the LPC will be provided with a copy of the 2010 Legislative Handbook, which also will be posted on the MAP web page prior to the start of this year’s legislative session.
If you are interested in joining the MAP Legislative Policy Committee, please contact Beth Della Valle at bethdellavalle@maine.rr.com. In an attempt to encourage greater participation by members, following the General Membership Meeting on January 8th, the LPC plans to conduct most of its meetings by conference call again this year. Thanks.

